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Socket Denonstrates Wrld's First 2-D Bar Code
Laser Scanner-on-a-Card

I n-Hand Scan Card-Xtrenme Uses Symbol's SE-923HS Engi ne to Add PDF417
Scanni ng to W ndows-based Mbile Conputers

WASHI NGTON, DC, March 20, 2001 - At the FOSE conference today, Socket
Communi cations, Inc. (NASDAQ SCKT; PSE: SOK) unveiled the In-Hand Scan
Card Xtreme™ a Conpact Fl ash plug-in card with an integrated SE-923HS

| aser scan engi ne from Synbol Technol ogi es to add PDF417 2-D bar code
scanni ng capability to nobile computers based on the W ndows operating
system from M crosoft. The newest nmenber of Socket's family of nobile
bar code scanners can read both traditional |inear bar codes and 2-D
bar codes based on the PDF417 standard.

Devel oped by Synbol Technol ogi es and placed in the public donmain,
PDF417 is a 2-D bar code synbol ogy capabl e of encoding nore than 1, 800
bytes of data on a single |abel, offering 100 tinmes the capacity of
traditional |inear bar codes. 2-D scanning is nore than 50 tinmes faster
and 30,000 times nore accurate than manual data entry. In addition
PDF417 | abel s can contain bionmetric data files such as phot ographs,
fingerprints, and signatures, as well as text, numbers, and graphics.
PDF417 bar codes can enhance existing bar code applications as well as
create new applications in governmental, health care, |ogistics,

manuf acturi ng, transportation, autonotive and retail markets. PDF417
has been recogni zed by the maj or worl dwi de standards bodi es and has
been designated by the U S. Departnent of Defense as the standard 2-D
bar code for logistics applications and EDI formatting on paper |abels.

"We're thrilled to be the first conpany to offer Wndows application
devel opers a pl ug-and-play solution for nobile PDF417 scanning," said
Jack Brandon, Socket's product marketing nmanager for scanning products.
"Synbol's PDF417 synbol ogy has beconme the domi nant standard for 2-D
scanni ng, and by incorporating Synbol's scan engine into our |n-Hand
Scan Card Xtreme we are able to provide a state-of-the-art data
col l ection product to exciting new markets."

Socket's In-Hand Scan Card Xtreme comes with Socket Scan™ keyboard

enul ation software that routes bar code data to any W ndows program as
t hough it had been typed on a keyboard. Socket will initially offer the
card as part of a software devel opers kit beginning @, 2001

I nterested devel opers should send email to i scx@ocketcom com Ret ai
shi pnments are expected to begin in @3, 2001.

Socket Conmuni cations, Inc. devel ops and sells connection products for
handhel d conmputers and other devices. Socket's products include the
Battery Friendly® famly of plug-in cards for enhancing nobile
conmputers by adding wireless Internet connectivity, local area
networ ki ng, bar code scanning, and data conmmuni cati on. Socket's
products incorporate the conpany's energy-efficient chip technol ogy,



maki ng them i deal for battery-operated nobile conputers. Socket is an
Associ ate Menmber of the Bluetooth Special Interest Goup (SIG and is
devel opi ng products that will add Bluetooth wireless technology to
handhel d conputers, notebooks and other el ectronic appliances. For

i nformati on about Socket's conplete range of products, visit
http://ww. socket com cont prodi nfo. htm

Socket and Battery Friendly are regi stered trademarks of Socket

Conmuni cations, Inc. BLUETOOTH is a trademark owned by Aktiebol aget LM
Eri csson and |icensed to Socket. All other product and conpany nanes
herein may be trademarks of their respective owners. © 2001, Socket
Communi cations, Inc. Al rights reserved.



